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eighth century, they are really Neo-Latin dialects as
adopted by the Teutonic "barbarians : full, not only of
Teutonic words, but of Teutonic idioms, phrases, and
constructions. French is provincial Latin as spoken
by the Franks, a Teutonic race ; and, to a smaller ex-
tent, the same tarbarising has affected all other Roman
dialects. But, from the very beginning, the stock with
which the Neo-Latin dialects started was not the clas-
sical Latin, but the vulgar, local, provincial dialects of
the middle, the lower, and the lowest classes of the
Koman empire. Many of the words which give to
French and Italian their classical appearance, are
really of much later date, and were imported into
them by mediaeval scholars, lawyers, and divines;
thus escaping the rough treatment to which the ori-
ginal vulgar dialects were subjected by the Teutonic
conquerors.
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Hellenic Class.

The next branch of the Indo-European family of
speech is the Hellenic. Its history is well known
from the time of Homer to the present day. The
only remark which the comparative philologist has
to make is that the idea of making Greek the parent
of Latin is more preposterous than deriving English
from German; the fact being that there are many